The Bloody Assize
evidence of Berry's statements as'showing that when he
pretended to such privacy there was something going
forward " not fit to be known by everybody." It seems
hard on Berry that no Court official came forward to prove
or deny what orders he had in fact received. There is no
evidence that Berry was in league with the priests, and
Berry was not a Catholic.
Prance's story of the actual murder is very vivid, and
he was able to take the Duke of Monmouth and the officers
of the Council to the site of it, and to most of the places in
the palace where Godfrey's body had been hidden.
It appears that about eight or nine on the evening of
the murder, Prance, who lived in Princess Street, near to
Somerset House, was fetched by Green, who told him that
Gerald and Kelly were watching Godfrey. Green took
him to Somerset House and told him to stand guard at the
water gate. Berry was on watch at the stairs. Godfrey
was induced to come into the yard of Somerset House by
Hill, who told him there were two men quarrelling, and
desired him to come and see if he could pacify them.
Godfrey went in, and when he came to the fray, near some
rails, Green twisted his handkerchief and threw it about
his neck and throttled him. Gerald would have thrust
his sword through him but the rest would not permit him
for fear the blood should discover their crime. Green
then jumped on his chest and punched him with his knees-
Prance was on guard when this happened, and only
relates what he was told by his fellow-conspirators, Never-
theless his account of the injuries inflicted by the murderers
tallies with the injuries described by the chirurgeons who
examined the body.
After about a quarter of an hour Prance came down
from his post, and then he says of Godfrey, " I found he was
not quite dead; for I laid my hand upon him, and his legs
tottered and shook, and then Green wrung his neck quite
round." This again is an injury spoken to by the surgeons*